Saltford Station Campaign Information Sheet (February 2014)
The Saltford Station campaign petition in November 2011 raised over 2,000 signatures in support of bringing this vital facility back to Saltford. In June 2012 the B&NES Council Cabinet voted unanimously to be the official promoter of the station and fund the development of the business case. 
A re-opened station will help future-proof our village with an alternative non-road transport choice. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to get our station back, take advantage of the forthcoming Metro West service that will included half-hourly services between Bristol and Bath, and benefit the wider community of Saltford. If we fail to show our strong support for a re-opened station in the consultation and miss out, future generations will wonder why.
Carefully designed and implemented, the station would be a positive asset for our village. This information sheet addresses the main issues that residents have raised.

Commuting

A reopened station will make a huge difference for many in the village. For example, those who face the daily battle of commuting into Bristol and Bath for work, the cost of running a second car, and parking fees or the expensive bus service hampered by the sheer volume of traffic on the A4. 

Young people

Rail travel will give the younger generation greater independence. Teenagers about to start a job or University can enjoy a 33% discount on rail travel. Season tickets will reduce fare costs significantly further.
Visitors

Visitors to Saltford will be able to use the train, reducing the number of cars coming into the village.

Parking

The existing station site is within walking distance for the majority of Saltford’s residents and has potential for a car park far bigger than at Keynsham station. This can be combined with on-street parking restrictions on neighbouring roads to control any increase in commuter parking (e.g. for 1 hour at around midday on week days), which at the moment is a free-for-all.

Future transport needs

Both Bristol and Bath will soon have new ‘Enterprise Zones’ which, together with new housing planned for the area (e.g. East Keynsham), will increase pressure on transport corridors.
Metro West
Metro West is being set up to improve rail travel across the region, resulting in half-hourly cross-Bristol services which will also see a reopened Portishead line. Saltford is part of the Metro system, it is vital we show our support for re-opening our station now otherwise regular Metro services will pass us by and the opportunity will be lost.
Will this affect my Council Tax?

According to the Public Transport team at B&NES (November 2012), B&NES does not pay subsidies to train operating companies to stop at specific stations.
Buses

The X39 is on a "showcase" bus route from Bristol to Bath running up to every 12 mins. The opening of a railway station in Saltford will not affect the number of buses on this route. Indeed, there may be more local buses that call at the station. Also the majority of station users are likely to be those switching from commuting by car. Buses are only cheap if you have access to concessionary fares (e.g. Senior Citizen's Bus Pass). The bus fares from Saltford are as follows (July 2013 prices, no peak variation): Saltford - Bath £5.50 single; Saltford - Bristol £4.80 single; Both Saltford to Bath and Saltford to Bristol £7.20 return. Short runs are prohibitive. For example, Saltford to the Globe Inn roundabout £3.20 single or £5 return (£5.50 peak fare)

Who pays?

The £1bn 'City Deal' announced by the Government on 5th July 2012 will enable local control of 10 years of transport funding and thereby release funds for the £100M Metro West scheme that includes our station. Before the 'City Deal' announcement, it was anticipated that the funding for the capital works was likely to come mainly from a combination of funding from the Department for Transport, the train operator and Network Rail whilst B&NES Council may be expected to pay for some aspects of the scheme.

What about a bypass? How do costs compare?
Non-highways solutions ALWAYS have to be considered before building new roads. The studies on the re-opening of Saltford station can help to "tick that box". The station and a by-pass are not mutually exclusive. However we are aware from discussions during the Core Strategy consultation process that a bypass is extremely unlikely. In any event a by-pass would need to be funded by a significant volume of in-fill housing thus completely changing Saltford from a village into a town whilst destroying large tracts of our Green Belt and adding to road transport volumes locally.
A rail station at Saltford is estimated to cost in the region of £5million to £6million whereas a local by-pass south of Saltford was estimated in the Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study 2006 to cost £72million (the study cited high construction costs of a bypass scheme due to the difficult terrain).
What about the traffic hazard turning in / out of the station on the hill?

There are excellent sight-lines for drivers on the A4 at this location so hazard risks should be no greater than for any other turning into or out of the A4 but, with careful design, risks can be minimised. We are encouraging access to the station to be by foot, cycle, bus or taxi with a drop-off point for cars and small coaches.

The solution for safe road access could be with a simple mini-roundabout, additional lane or traffic lights for example. Either could reduce vehicle speeds making the A4 safer at that point without unduly restricting the flow of traffic. The key objective for highway engineers tasked with designing road access to the station would be to reduce not increase accident risk or congestion.

I can use Keynsham station, why does Saltford need its own station?

Keynsham does not serve Saltford which has a population of over 4,000. Other communities that Saltford station can serve are Corston, Newton St.Loe and the Bath Spa University, Newton Park campus.
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