Saltford Railway Path Geology Project

Creating a permanent rock exposure on the former railway line

Project coordinators

Simon Carpenter, Field Geologist & Naturalist

Alan Bentley, Geologist (based in Bath) 

Dick Stabbins, Geologist (based in Saltford).

Background:

A project to clear a section of Lower Lias rocks on the Railway Path at Saltford (between Bath & Bristol (Grid Ref: 687678) has been given the go-ahead following a successful funding application with the Geologists Association.  The new rock section will:

· Provide a new exposure of Lower Lias rocks on the Railway Path to enhance the geological value of this popular green corridor linking Bristol & Bath (the Path is a popular route for walking and cycling and enjoyed by over 2 million people each year).  The cleared section will expose part of the Lias (Lower Jurassic) succession not easily seen elsewhere in Saltford.

· Inform a new academic paper re-describing the Lower Lias rocks in the Saltford area. This will be submitted for publication to the Proceedings of the Geologists Association.

· Allow the development of a new geology trail around Saltford to enable people to walk between local rock exposures to discover more about the local geology for themselves.

The clearance:

The clearance work will involve the removal of talus and vegetation covering a section of the rocks in the cutting at Saltford.  This will be carried out in two phases:

First phase – use of a mechanical excavator to remove coarse material (vegetation, soil, tipped railway ballast and loose rocks). This material will be spread along the opposite side of the cutting and not taken off site.  The excavator will be on site over the following two days:

Thursday 2 October

Friday 3 October 2014

Second phase – use of community volunteers (TCV) to complete the final clearance by hand, using hand tools and brushes.  This work is likely to take two days and dates are still to be arranged.

How you can get involved:

First phase:

Thursday 2 October and Friday 3 October 2014

· The Railway Path is a busy route for walkers and cyclists, so safety is paramount  

Volunteers will be needed to ensure that railway path users stop or slow down to avoid entanglement with the excavator. This will involve:

· Taking up a position on the Railway Path either side of the planned work area (and will require two people as a minimum) to engage with other Railway users to stop them when necessary (during active excavator use) or to ask them to slow down and proceed with caution.

Warning signs will be provided by the excavation contractor and high-visibility vests will be provided for volunteers.  Numbers of path users will drop in October from its high summer level and the weather will also influence its popularity during this time.

· Protecting nature on the site

By October, birds will have finished nesting but it would still be useful to have a few eyes and ears on site to ensure other wildlife (small mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects and some wild flowers) are not unduly disturbed or are moved out of danger.

· Helping to create a photographic record

               It will be really useful to have a photographic record of the clearance work as it progresses

· Rescuing geological material

               The Lias at Saltford is richly fossiliferous and it is likely that fossils will be 
disturbed/removed during the excavation.  It is hoped that some of this material can be 
rescued to help inform the final interpretation of the site and/or offered as a donation to 
Bristol Museum.

If you would like to be involved, please consider coming along to help out during the first phase – it doesn’t necessarily have to be for the whole day, a part-day would be really useful.  A normal working day is likely to start at 9am and end at 5pm. If you would like to find out more, please contact Simon Carpenter.  His contact details are found at the bottom of the sheet.

Second phase:

Dates to be confirmed

· This phase will entail more gentle clearance by hand.  The Trust for Community Volunteers (TCV) will be undertaking two days’ work at the site.  If at the end of these two days, further work is required, the project coordinators will be looking for interested volunteers to join a small working party to complete the final clearance phase.  Please contact Simon Carpenter for further details, if interested. 

Simon Carpenter

Tel: 01373 474086

Email: simonccarpenter@yahoo.com
